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Central lnlclligcncc Agency

R

Washington. D.C.20505

25 February 1983

Honorable Don Ritter
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Don:
Thank you for your note of 3 February and the enclosed copy of an

item that appeared in The Washington Times concerning the attempted
assassination of Pope John Paul II.

We have had a number of inquiries relating to this subject, and,
as you know, it is the genera] po]icy of this Agency neither to confirm
nor deny a]]egat1ons appearing in any of the media. However, because
of the worldwide interest and importance of the subject of the
attempted assassination of the Pope, I wish to take exception to the
numerous newspaper articles and television commentaries that allege a
conspiracy at the highest levels of our Government to suppress the
KGB's involvement in this matter. It is always regrettable when hear-
say and innuendo are presented as fact.

It would be extremely difficult and fruitless for us to answer
each and every insinuation of ineptitude and cover-up currently being
expounded against the White House, the Central Intelligence Agency,
and me. The President and other senior U.S. Government officials
have consistently stated that this issue is an internal matter of the
Italian Government, and it would be inappropriate for the U.S. Govern-
ment, or the Central Intelligence Agency, to interfere in any way.

The Agency does, of course, prov1de appropr1ate officials of the U.S.
Government any 1nte111gence in its possession relevant to this matter.

We have also kept both the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
and the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence informed on
any information we have received on this matter.

I hope this a]]eviatés your concerns and those of your colleagues

and 1 appreciate your giving me the opportunity to clarify the Agency's
and my position on a matter of such importance.

. - (
or of Centra] Intelligence
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